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PRIVATE 

The Everyday Realities of Easter
Humans have always pondered what happens at death and is there an "afterlife?" In the times of the New Testament the prevailing thought regarding death was that of Plato and his immortality of the soul and forms of reincarnation.  Today our society has similar thoughts and beliefs.  Yet the message of Easter was contrary to that of Plato and even the common thoughts about death today.  It is a message of the dead coming back to life again (and not as zombies! <grin>) and God renewing this world and its inhabitants to a condition BETTER than that of the first humans, Adam and Eve.  Today we are going to explore the everyday realities of Easter and not just the fun holiday that we enjoy today.
Everyday Power of God in Demolishing of the Wages of Sin - Death and Life NOW (1 Cor. 15:42-58)
1. We wear out and die - we are raised to never wear out!

2. We die in weakness - we are raised in power

3. We die in mortality - we are raised in immortality

4. We are called to live in this resurrection state now
· God does not call us to do something that we cannot do!
· Do you have YOUR wishes for your death written down?

Everyday Importance of our Bodies 
1. Adam and Eve created naked - needed no clothes (Gen. 1:31, 2:25)

2. Naturism and the Bible

· The Bible does not tell us all we can do!

· They sinned and God put on clothes!  Why? (Gen. 3:1-13, 21-24)
Negative Nudity found in the Bible

· Forced by Enemies (Isa. 20:4)

· From lack of Resources - i.e. poor (James 2:15)
· Euphemism for having improper sex (Lev. 18)
· Spiritual or Allegorical "nakedness" (Rev. 16:15)
· The question of "modesty" (1 Tim. 2:9)

Everyday or Positive Nudity found in the Bible
· Puberty and genital development (Eze. 16:7)

· Description of the beauty of the naked body (Song of Solomon)

· Isaiah prophesying naked for 3 years (Isa. 20:2,3)

· Peter fishing naked (John 21:7)

· People working naked in the fields (Mark 13:16)

· Circumcision status being known (Gal. 2:3)

· Easter and a naked Jesus (John 20:5-15)

Everyday Hope: Death does not put us into our Eternal State - Resurrection does!
1. Resurrection is the Hope of Humanity 

2. God [not religion] is the Judge

Answers the questions:

· "What about those who have never heard?"

· "What about little children who die?"

· "What about Uncle Mike or Cousin Mary"

RESURRECTION: The Wake Up from the Dirt Nap!
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