   Glen Eden Sun Club – Easter 2014   
PRIVATE 

The Easter Whale
Easter is full of “symbols:”  the Easter bunny; dyed eggs; Easter egg hunts; Easter hats & outfits; Easter baskets w/ green plastic grass; chocolate bunnies; Marshmallow Peeps; Cadbury Eggs; lilies; crosses; and what many consider to be the first symbol – an empty tomb.

Today I want to give you something new to think about - that the very first symbol of Easter is in fact a whale!  In the Old Testament Book of Jonah we find Easter! 
Hope for Humans
Matthew11:28-12:41 

28 "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 

Hope Challenged

9 Now when He had departed from there, He went into their synagogue. 10 And behold, there was a man who had a withered hand. And they asked Him, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?" -- that they might accuse Him. 11 Then He said to them, "What man is there among you who has one sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift it out? 12 "Of how much more value then is a man than a sheep? Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath." 


13 Then He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." And he stretched it out, and it was restored as whole as the other. 
14 Then the Pharisees went out and plotted against Him, how they might destroy Him. 

Pure Humble Hope

15 But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them all. 16 Yet He warned them not to make Him known, 17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: 18  "Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased! I will put My Spirit upon Him, And He will declare justice to the Gentiles. 19  He will not quarrel nor cry out, Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. 20  A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will not quench, Till He sends forth justice to victory; 21  And in His name Gentiles will trust." 22 Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw. 23 And all the multitudes were amazed and said, "Could this be the Son of David?" 

The Sign of Jonah and the Whale
38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from You." 39 But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 "The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.
Jonah is in the Heart of Every Human

WE - are culturally bound and prejudiced and don’t know it

     - tie prejudice to “God,” and “others” must become like “us”

       - demonize those with whom we differ

         - believe God shares our prejudice (Jonah knew better)
           - get angry and/or depressed when we don’t get our way

             - then focus on the small / insignificant things in life

               - become restless, burdened, and burned out

EASTER
     - is God’s Son taking our (all of humanity) place on the cross
       - is Jesus being resurrected for OUR deliverance

         - provides us hope for dealing with the Jonah within
           - replaces the “yoke” of Jonah with that of Jesus

             - requires a determined desire to “take” and “learn”
“…indeed a Greater than Jonah is here!”
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