     Fellowship Bible Studies – Things I’ve Learned #4 of 12    

Good Nudity
“Good Nudity” not exactly a phrase you hear every day.  In this series I’ve said that GOD is unavoidable and embraces all of His creation.  In this “embrace” He has spoken and in His Words we find out about Him. There we discover the God of all GRACE.  This GRACE not only includes His amazing love and forgiveness but also the joys found in life – the GRACE of life.  But what about US – how does God see us?  How does He view our bodies? How should we view our bodies?  Here is what I’ve learned…  

The Greatest of God’s Creation  (Gen. 1:26-31; 2:25; Ps. 8:5)
You are created in ____________________________.

God says that ____________________________________. 

Adam and Eve were _______________________________.
The Knowledge of GOOD  (Gen. 2:16,17; 3:1-11,21,22)
The forbidden fruit contained _____________________.

Eating the forbidden fruit was the ____________________.

The first thing they ________________________________.

Fallen humanity has _______________________________. 

Good Nudity in the Bible and Life  
Simple, basic nudity is _______________________ by God.

__________ is not ___________________________.

Sadly, in our culture the only nudity we see is “__________” and we are not prepared to deal with the good nudity that life assumes.

This has negatively affected our _____________________.

You Are IN FACT His Image!
Notable Biblical Examples of Good Nudity:

· Saul who along with the Prophets of his day went nude. (1 Sam. 19:24)

· Isaiah walked around naked for 3 years as a sign to the people. (Isa. 20:2,3)

· Peter wore only his birthday suit when he was fishing – nudity being the work clothes of choice. (John 21:7)

· David danced before the Lord wearing nothing but a ‘revealing’ linen ephod. (2 Sam. 6:14)

· Apostles Paul and Barnabas get naked as they show their humanness to the townspeople of Lystra when they thought they were the Greek gods Hermes & Zeus. (Acts 14:14).

· The large-scale element of circumcision.  Starting with Abraham, God instituted circumcision for every male.  Social/simple nudity was common, whereby a man’s circumcision (or lack of it) would be seen.  From Abraham to the Apostle Paul such good nudity is the only way this special sign would be seen (cp. Paul’s circumcising Timothy, Acts 16:1-5; yet not Titus, Gal. 2:3).  This helps explain why we fail to understand the significance of the identification of circumcision – we don’t have the cultural experience of social (good) nudity.

Hebrews 4:12,13 is an insightful text on the topic.  Here we read how God sees everything by His penetrating viewpoint.  Note the use of the word naked:

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.
Like Adam and Eve, you may try to cover yourself from GOD. But, the fact is, He sees you as you really are – your heart, your soul, your mind, your spirit, and your body “warts and all” and loves you anyway!

Suggestions for further investigation:

 “The Bible, Society, and Nudity” by J. Rockel @    www.execpc.com/~jrockel/sbs/bsn/

“Good Nudity” by Jeff Bowman @ www.ExperienceGrace.com
