   Glen Eden Sun Club – Easter 2011  
PRIVATE 
LOVE WINS!
For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures  1 Cor. 15:3,4

The Easter message hit the First Century with a bombshell: “Jesus is raised from the dead… oh and by the way, we will be too!”  The resurrection is the bedrock on which Christianity stands.  It demonstrates how The Universe WILL prevail and love WILL reign.
Love Risks

But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.  

1 Cor. 15:20-22
We ask, “Why Easter?”  The answer takes us back to Eden.

· God decided to make humans with free wills = Love Risks

· Humans could accept or reject their Creator

Why such great risk?  Love = Risk

· “Un-Facebook Friending” God = DEATH
Love Plans

But someone will say, "How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?" Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies... So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption.  It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven.  As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly.  And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption.  1 Cor. 15:35-50
· God’s awareness of man’s free will, creates a contingency plan – a plan of redemption
· This plan of the Universe engages our heart, our sense of morality, our cry for justice, our humanity
· This is a plan driven by LOVE
Love Wins

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed -- in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  "O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?" The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 1 Cor. 15:51-58
· Resurrection = God wins 
· Humankind’s disobedience blocking God as our Facebook friend, i.e. our sin is removed 
· DEATH (the penalty of sin) is swallowed up in VICTORY
· The Father gets what He wants
· The World is reconciled to God – even those who don’t know or ever heard

· God is the sole judge and granter of eternal life

· We have the hope of eternal life via resurrection

· In the end, we sleep in death and wait for God to wake us up for the time of “eternity”
· This is a motivator for us to be good humans

Spoiler Alert:
We’ve looked ahead – LOVE WINS!
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