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The Promise and Hope of EASTER

Easter means many things to many people.  It is a time of spring, a time of life, a time for chocolate bunnies and dyed eggs.  Kids go scampering for hidden eggs and candy.  Families and friends gather and enjoy a picnic and love.  But Easter is more than these things.  The Easter story as presented in the Bible is about PROMISE and HOPE.  It is about the biggest PROMISE from God. 
Think of a big promise that was made to you and that you actually received… Think of a big promise that was made to you but that it didn’t come to pass.

The Promise to Adam and Eve


THE PROMISE MADE


Genesis 1: 9 And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground -- trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."


18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." 19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

THE PROMISE CHALLENGED 


1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, `You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"  2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, `You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

THE PROMISE REALIZED


6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 


8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." 11 And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?"

The Promise of Jesus / The Backup Promise
           Gal. 3: 22 But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 23 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.

Titus 1:2 Faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time.

The Promise of Life NOW!

I Tim. 4:8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.
1 Cor. 6:14 By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. 
Romans 4:25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.  5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  3 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

· LOVE – God loves you just as you are.
· PEACE – He helps you in understanding that life is often difficult but He gives peace as you accept the responsibility of facing this life.

· JOY – It starts in knowing God loves you, He is with you, He cries, He laughs, and He partakes in your life as your Heavenly Father.

~ Easter is the Fulfillment of God’s Promise ~
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